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Book Notices. 763 

The Geology of North Central Wisconsin. By Samuel Wcidman, 

xxxi and 697 pp., 80 maps, diagrams, and half-tone Illustrations and Index. 
Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey, Madison, 1907. 

The author is the geologist of the State Survey. His report is of value not only 
to geologists and to the commercial and economic interests of the State, but also to 
the general reader and the high school and university student. Dr. Weidman says 
in his preface that one of the principal objects of the Survey reports is the educational 
value to the citizens and schools of the State. This purpose is admirably fulfilled in 
the present volume, and it is a good example of the present tendency to write such 
reports in a way to enlighten and educate the reader and to supply material for the 
use of competent teachers in the class room. 

The report describes the principal geological features of a large area in North 
Central Wisconsin where the problems are mainly those relating to the earliest 
rocks, the Pre-Cambrian, and to the very latest rocks, the Pleistocene or glacial. 
There is a great gap between these widely separated formations and it is repre- 
sented by the records of a vast amount of erosion extending through a very long 
period of geological time. Summing up the investigation, Dr. Weidman says that 
the Pre-Cambrian formations consist, to a relatively small extent, of metamorphosed 
sedimentaries and to a very large extent of igneous intrusives. The problems of 
the igneous rocks are sketched only in outline, and there are questions concerning 
them and their mineral contents that require further study, but some new minerals 
have been discovered and some new associations of minerals are described. 

The glacial deposits of this area supply the records of four different ice invasions. 
A distinct and fascinating part of the report is the account of the development of 
the topographic features, the plains, hills and valleys that diversify the area, and 
the agencies by which these surface reliefs have been moulded into their present 
condition. This physiographical chapter is a treatment of the geography of North 
Central Wisconsin from the viewpoint of its origin, and it should be of great useful-- 
ness to teachers of physical geography in the schools. 

The volume should be of special interest to all intelligent citizens living in the 
part of the State which it describes. The text and maps enable them to find the 
exact locations of the geological formations and the topographical features described. 
They will learn much by studying their immediate surrounding with this report as a 
guide. 

Researches in Assyrian and Babylonian Geography. Part 1. By 
Olaf A. Toflteen. 59 pp., 2 Maps, Geographical List to R. F. Harper's 
Assyrian and Babylonian Letters (Vols. I— III.) and List of Abbreviations and 
Books Quoted. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1908. (Price, $inet.) 

These researches include the lands of Isua, Daria, and Blt-za-Mani. The author, 
who is Professor of Semitic Languages and Old Testament Literature, in the Western 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, gives the names of various regions and places men- 
tioned in Assyrian and Babylonian letters and inscriptions. He collates the various 
allusions to the same place, and from these references, one or more in number he 
draws his conclusions as to the approximate or exact geographical location of the 
place or region named. In many cases the evidence is slight, and Dr. Toflteen makes 
only tentative geographical deductions, or none at all. The following quotation, re- 
lating to the City of Damdamusa, will give a clear idea of the method used: 

In the revolt of Hani, governor of Zamani, Asurnasirpal III, reached the city of Damdamusa 
from Parzanistun and from Damdamusa he went to Amedi. Damdamusa was, consequently, situated 



